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Empowering youth through

 horsemanship, 

 equine sports, 

and

 education programs. 

Discover More




More Events
There is still availabilty for April Riding Lessons and Summer Camp!

Sign up today! Email lessons@worktoride.net for more information. 










 Chamounix Equestrian Center 

Chamounix Stables is home to the nationally recognized Work to Ride program. Founded in 1994, Work to Ride (WTR) is a 501 c3, nonprofit community-based prevention program that aids under-resourced urban youth through constructive activities centered on horsemanship, equine sports and education.

In addition to the Work to Ride Program we also engage the community at large through various equestrian programs. We also offer Horseback Riding Lessons, Summer Camp, Discovery Days, and our Polo Program.



[image: ]
Work to Ride Program



Work To Ride programs and activities are designed to explore new ways of engaging youth in significant educational, social and cultural experiences that are otherwise unavailable. The youth build relationships and develop problem-solving skills through spirited teamwork and cooperation.



Read More
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Horse Riding Lessons



Chamounix Equestrian Program offers public riding lessons for both adults and children from April through December. Lessons are held rain or shine.



Read More
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Summer Camp



We offer nine, one week camps for horse loving kids from the ages to 7 to 13. Daily activities include equine education, fun and a great foundation in horseback riding and care. Campers learn about safety, teamwork, responsibility, animal husbandry, barn management, and animal behavior.



Read More
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JOIN US IN

Forging Life-Long Change.

Founded in 1994, Work to Ride (WTR) is a 501 c3, nonprofit community-based prevention program that aids under-resourced urban youth through constructive activities centered on horsemanship, equine sports and education. The program is housed at Chamounix Stables located in Fairmount Park, Philadelphia.

Work to Ride has achieved national recognition, including HBO Real Sports and featured in Sports Illustrated and various other regional, national and international media outlets.


WTR Application
Volunteer Form
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REAL CHANGE

Stories of Hope.

My name is Kareem Rosser, and I am a graduate of the Work to Ride program. I grew up in West Philadelphia, in a neighborhood known as “The Bottom”, where going to jail or getting shot is just as likely for young men as high school graduation.  One day while riding bicycles in Fairmount Park, my older brothers stumbled upon a run-down barn with horses. That day they met Work to Ride’s founder, Lezlie Hiner, who had spotted the boys and told them if they stayed in school, she would teach them how to ride. When I found out where my brothers had been going after school, I begged them to take me along! It was 2000 and…


Continue Reading
×Kareem Rosser


My name is Kareem Rosser, and I am a graduate of the Work to Ride program. I grew up in West Philadelphia, in a neighborhood known as “The Bottom”, where going to jail or getting shot is just as likely for young men as high school graduation.  One day while riding bicycles in Fairmount Park, my older brothers stumbled upon a run-down barn with horses. That day they met Work to Ride’s founder, Lezlie Hiner, who had spotted the boys and told them if they stayed in school, she would teach them how to ride. When I found out where my brothers had been going after school, I begged them to take me along! It was 2000 and I was 8 years old when I joined the Work to Ride program.

In 2011, I captained the Work to Ride Polo Team, which was the first-ever all African American team to win the National Interscholastic Polo Championship. In 2015, I led my Colorado State University Polo Team to the National Intercollegiate Polo Championship and was named the Intercollegiate Polo Player of the Year. In 2016, I graduated from Colorado State University with a degree in economics.

Through Work to Ride, I was provided with educational and equestrian opportunities I would not have had otherwise as a kid growing up in West Philadelphia. Today, I reside in Philadelphia and work in finance. I currently serve on the executive committee of Work to Ride’s board of directors. My hope is to expand the program so it allows more at-risk youth the opportunities that I was given.














Together, we can make a difference.

Changing lives, one rider at a time.
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DONATE


DONATE
All manners of support benefit the WTR program, whether its stomping divots at the Philadelphia Polo Classic, contributing to our building fund, or supporting a child at summer camp will all help positively impact the lives of Philadelphia urban youth.
Learn More
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VOLUNTEER


VOLUNTEER
Help is appreciated at all levels for anyone over the age of 14. Many volunteers start off helping the staff with barn chores, and advance to feeding, grooming, leading and eventually assisting instructors with lessons.
Learn More
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN


CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
In 2019 Work to Ride leadership embarked on a Capital Campaign to expand and improve Work to Ride facilities and resources to extend the reach of program services to additional youth and the community at large.
Learn More











THERE’S NEVER BEEN

A TIME IN OUR HISTORY

QUITE LIKE THIS ONE.
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In 2019 Work To Ride embarked upon a Facility Capital Campaign to raise the funding to expand it’s youth programming. Facility improvements include renovations to the existing stables, the Chamounix Equestrian Center, and a New Indoor Equestrian Arena.

March 5, 2020: Huge polo arena coming to Fairmount Park in expansion of Work to Ride program; “The new arena will be 45,000 square feet and, according to a presentation made to the Philadelphia Art Commission, will require no city or state funding.” — Source: WHYY, PBS Philadelphia


DISCOVER MORE




Let’s Connect!







	
    
		
    
        
            Well, needless to say we have some level headed ba
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Well, needless to say we have some level headed babies @northwestern.stables. Our @retiredracehorseproject mare, Sconce & Shady ( both with @grahammotion and @anitamotion @herringswellstables connections) Hikers, Bikers, Strollers, no problem.  #pasturedplace #polopony #polokid #ariatinternational #hunterjumpersofinstagram #horsegirl #tackbutter #buckeyenutrition]
        
    



    
        
            Yesterday @murderhollowfarm hosted the Work to Rid
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Yesterday @murderhollowfarm hosted the Work to Ride crew and wow, what a trip! We started off the day meeting their very friendly sheep, alpacas, & pigs. Then we were introduced to their most recently born foals, while teaching all about the Knabstrupper breed, broodmares,  and genetics. After playing with the babies, the kids got to learn about driving: how to tack up, safety methods while setting up the carriage, and even got to go for a ride! We can not thank you all enough for hosting us.]
        
    



    
        
            
            	                    [image: Calling all horse lovers! Are you ready to ride? 🐎  Whether you're a beginner or an experienced rider,  there's still time to join us for spring horseback riding lessons and summer camp adventures!  - April Horseback Riding Lessons: Embrace the beauty of the Spring while honing your equestrian skills with Chamounix instructors. All levels of riders are welcome!  - Summer Camp: Get ready for weeks of excitement and fun with our Summer Camp program! From horseback riding to outdoor activities, there's something for everyone! Multiple week registrations for Summer Camp is now AVAILABLE! Don't miss out on securing your spot for an amazing summer experience! ☀️  Visit our website at www.worktoride.net for more information and register today!]
        
    



    
        
            Are you interested in applying to Work to Ride? Ou
            	                    [image: Are you interested in applying to Work to Ride? Our barn tour & info sessions are a great way to meet our horses and learn more about our program!   We have spots available this Sunday, 3/24 from 11:15am-12:30! Sign up at the link in our bio. 🐴]
        
    



    
        
            Meet Sconce, 5 yr old Animal Kingdom mare! We are 
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Meet Sconce, 5 yr old Animal Kingdom mare! We are so excited for this team entry of Marc @sp_ant_ (Work to Ride) and Bella from our sister stable , (Northwestern Stable). This journey wouldn’t have been possible without the support of @pasturedplace, who make sure all of their horses find a soft landing after their racing career.  Many thanks to @alirawles for making the connection. Thanks to  @buckeyenutrition who makes sure  our herd is happy and healthy. @ariatequestrian keeps our kids in proper footwear & @tackbutter for keeping our leather like new!  Stay tuned as we follow Sconces journey to the @retiredracehorseproject in October #pasturedplace #polo #polopony #hunterjumper #buckeyenutrition #ariat #northwesternstables #retiredracehorseproject #ponyboy #polokid #horsecrazygirl #ottb]
        
    



    
        
            The Work to Ride crew had an amazing weekend weeke
            
	                
	            	                    [image: The Work to Ride crew had an amazing weekend weekend, visiting the @horseworldexpo in Harrisburg! There were demonstrations by all types professional equestrians and so many fun vendors (the kids especially loved the candy and milkshakes). The bridleless jumping demo by @brendan_wise_equestrian was another highlight. We will be back next year!   If interested in learning more about joining WTR scholarship programming, please come to our barn tour and information session Sunday 3/24/24! The Eventbrite sign up is at the link in our bio. 🐴]
        
    



    
        
            So happy to have a visit from Gigi ! Shakespeare a
            	                    [image: So happy to have a visit from Gigi ! Shakespeare appreciates it too!  #springiscoming #pony #ponygirl]
        
    



    
        
            Alumna Shariah Harris continues to break barriers 
            	                    [image: Alumna Shariah Harris continues to break barriers in the equestrian world, being the first black woman to compete in the U.S. Womens Polo Championship. Her intention was never to carve out a place in history, but simply to engage in a sport she holds dear.   She imparts a powerful message from her experiences: "If you don't see anyone who looks like you, that's okay. It might not feel okay at the time, but it's okay, becuase you never know if you wil be the catalyst."   Check out the full video linked in our bio!  #worktoride #polo #wtr #wtrpolo #philly #equestrian  #makinghistory]
        
    



    
        
            Ever been curious about exploring our barn and mee
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Ever been curious about exploring our barn and meeting the horses? Bring your group out for a Discovery Day! Check out our website or reach out to irene@worktoride.net for more info!  #equestrian #horsepower #phillyevents #phillycommunity #nonprofit #barnlife]
        
    



    
        
            The Work to Ride @grandchampionspoloclub  team adv
            	                    [image: The Work to Ride @grandchampionspoloclub  team advances to the semi final on Thursday the 15th at noon vs 90210 Polo and our friend  @sarahsiegelmagness. You can catch the game on #uspapolonetwork , youtube and uspolo.org facebook page.  #polo  #girlpower #polopony #livinthedream @shariah_h @ccregg3 @maddiegrant51 @ninaclarkin  Lets get it ladies!]
        
    



    
        
            Calling all young equestrians! 🐴

Join us for a
            	                    [image: Calling all young equestrians! 🐴  Join us for an unforgettable experience at Horseback Riding Camp! Perfect for kids aged 7-13 who are passionate about horses and eager to learn.   Daily adventures await, filled with equine education, fun activities, and the chance to develop essential riding skills and horse care knowledge. Campers will learn valuable safety, teamwork, responsibility, and animal welfare lessons.  From 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, immerse yourself in the world of horses and make memories that will last a lifetime!   Registration is easy! Simply visit our website and email your completed form to lessons@worktoride.net. Payment will be requested upon receipt of the form. Don't miss out on this incredible opportunity! 🎉 #WTR #WorkToRide  #LearnToRide #SummerCamp #Chamounix]
        
    



    
        
            Well, that’s a wrap for the 2 Work to Ride Inter
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Well, that’s a wrap for the 2 Work to Ride Interscholastic Teams.  Lots of fun and learning. We say goodbye to @jj.goldstein_ as she graduates HS and will play for @colorado_polo  next fall. Marc Harley and Josie earned All Star spots to end their season.  The JV team went into the tournament green as grass and got a crash course in I/I polo.  Thanks @libertyhallpolo and @gfs_polo for the wonderful ponies, it takes a village. Kudos to the  @uspoloassociation for providing this venue for our youth.]
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					Work to Ride

		
							Chamounix Equestrian Center 
 98 Chamounix Drive  Philadelphia, PA, USA 19131

			
							Phone: (215)-877-4419

			
			
			
												Email: wtr@worktoride.net
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											Donate Today to Support Work to Ride Program									
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Hours
	Monday-Friday 9:00am-5pm
	Saturday-Sunday Office Hours by Appointment
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Privacy Policy


Work to Ride is a registered not for profit organization in PA. EIN 23 2717148
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